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[Showa Junior High School 3rd grade Kawakubo Shien]

YOASOBI and my dream

Hi everyone. Today, I'd like to talk about YOASOBI.

YOASORBI is a band made of Ayase and Tkura. Ayase writes the music. Ikura is the vocalist. Ayase
was a member of another band. In that band, he was the vocalist. But the band broke up. After that, he
met Lilas, whom is also called Ikura. Ayase thought that Ikura’s voice was perfect for his music. So they
formed the band YOASOBI.

My favorite song from YOASOBI is "Gunjo". It can cheer me up and keep me set on my goal. Some
lyrics in the song say, "Daijobu. Iko. Ato wa tanoshimu dake da." In English, it means "That’s all right.
Just do it. and just be interested in it." That's why I really like this song. I often listen to it when my
stress builds up and I feel that I want to give up.

I’'m a third-grade student this year. So I have had more stress than usual I'll have high school entrance
tests next February. I have to study many things to pass those tests. But it’s not easy for me. Sometimes,
I can’t do it very well and I really want to give up. However, "Gunjo" always cheers me up and motivates
me to keep trying.

I like English and I think that teaching is interesting. So I want to be an English teacher. To fulfill my
dream of becoming an English teacher. I had better go to a good university and learn about psychology.

But first, I should go to a good high school. I must study harder and harder to make my dream come
true. I must study English with my utmost effort.

Although I like English, it is difficult for me to express exactly what I want to say in English. When I
think about how to say something in English which clearly expresses my heart and mind, it takes a lot of
time to do it. Sometimes, it is so difficult that I want to give up. But at those times, I recall the lyrics of
"Gunjo". Some lyrics in the song say, "Tsumiagetekitakoto ga buki ni naru." It tells me "What you've
built up will be your weapon." I get encourage fgrom these lyrics.

One time when I was full of stress. I stopped and cried. Then I listened to "Gunjo". After that, I was
cheered up and [ started to study English again. I know that I can reach my goal if I don't give up. I can
do it, if I try. I have been studying English since I was three. I hope to study it forever.

That’s all. Thank you for listening.
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[Zuiun Junior High School 3rd grade ~ Fukushima Karin]

Loving myself

Do you love yourself? Are you proud of yourself? When I was ten years old, I didn't know how to love
myself.

Then I found K-pop. It was an ideal world for me. It was like a dream. Everyone looked so perfect.
But some K-pop artists said that it wasn't a perfect world. Some of them disliked themselves. They said, “I
used to care too much about what others thought of me.” So, did I.

I was afraid of others until a few years ago. I thought, “What are people thinking about me?”
Sometimes I acted only to please others. Sometimes I hurt others. And then I disliked myself even more.
Finally, I gave up the way of thinking because of what I learned from the K-pop artists.

They found a way to love themselves. How? By admitting their past. It wasn't easy for them. Bad
memories don’t let people go. Many people suffer emotional scars from the past. Yet, we should not run
away from the past.

I wanted to face my past, too. I couldn’t do it at first. But then, I did it. I faced my past. I admitted the
bad things of the past, especially my actions that hurt other people. I still don’ like everything about myself.
But I know how to be proud of myself now. Because I love myself, I am able to love others more easily.

How about you? If you respect yourself, you will respect other people naturally. You don’t have to
compare yourself with anyone else in this world.

I think that loving myself is a key to accepting the differences between people.

So, please don’t dislike yourself.
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[Haijima Junior High School 3rd grade Taniai Ichika)

Make You Smile

Have you ever thought about a smile? I love smiling and seeing smiling faces. I think there are many
types of smiles. For example, smiles in conversation with friends, smiles in front of someone you love and
smiles even when you are in trouble. Smiles are like magic to me, even though I do not speak.

My future dream is to be a nursery school teacher. The most important thing for this job is to be able
to make children smile. I get a lot of smiles from the adults around me. I want not only children but
also their parents to smile. The teachers should help children think “I had a good day. I want to come to
school tomorrow.” I want to be a teacher like that.

It would be nice if I can understand children feelings when they talk with adults. I want to know how
my smiles affect the children. Additionally, T want to take care of disability children and also want to
learn how to make them smile.

Recently because of Coronavirus infection prevention, we have been wearing facial masks all the time.
New born babies can't see their parents’ facial expressions. The babies have difficulties in developing their
facial expressions and communication skills.

Smiling is something that only people can do. Please take off your facial masks even if it is for only a
short time. Please show babies and children many smiles. This is something I would like to ask of you. I'm
sure all of you here have had the same experience.

When you are feeling happy, sad, or having a hard time, please try to smile with all your strength. It
will make a difference.

My dream is to make you smile. I want you to help me do that as well.

Thank you for listening.
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